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Pete Goss in Falmouth’s flagship 
ocean race (AZAB) Challenge
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The two-leg, 2,400 mile race is organised and hosted every four years by the Royal 
Cornwall Yacht Club – with an outward-facing, community-powered focus for 
2027. (Image:Ed Wildgoose/HiFly Photography)
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Pete Goss & Dave Summers will be supporting the RCYC’s AZAB team and taking 
up the Challenge of the next race in June 2027. (Image: Lloyd Images)

The DMS Vinyl Catamaran (Image: Lloyd Images)



Pete Goss MBE and Dave Summers will race their new Cornish-built Dazcat “DMS 
Vinyl” in next year’s AZAB Challenge. (Image: Lloyd Images)

Pete Goss MBE and Dave Summers will race their new Cornish-built Dazcat “DMS 
Vinyl” in next year’s AZAB Challenge. The two-leg, 2,400 mile race is organised and 
hosted every four years by the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club – with an outward-
facing, (Image: Lloyd Images



The two-leg, 2,400 mile race is organised and hosted every four years by the Royal 
Cornwall Yacht Club – with an outward-facing, community-powered focus for 
2027. (Image: Ed Wildgoose/HiFly Photography)

World-renowned sailor Pete Goss is helping to shape an expanded, 
community-focused future for Falmouth’s flagship ocean race as he 
prepares to take part in the 2027 Azores and Back (AZAB) Challenge.

The veteran mariner will compete alongside co-skipper Dave Summers in a 
new Cornwall-built catamaran.

The 2,400-nautical-mile race will start and finish in Falmouth, organised by the 
Royal Cornwall Yacht Club. 2027. (Image: Lloyd Images)

The AZAB Challenge, held every four years, is aiming to evolve its 2027 
edition into a more outward-facing and community-powered event, while 
retaining its long-established Corinthian ethos. Organisers hope the race will 
do more than test sailors, instead actively showcasing Cornwall to an 
international audience and forging stronger links with communities, schools 
and businesses across the county.

Mr Goss first came to international attention during the 1996–97 Vendée 
Globe when he abandoned his own race to rescue fellow competitor Raphaël 
Dinelli from a life raft in the Southern Ocean — sailing more than 100 miles in 
hurricane-force conditions. He was later awarded France’s Légion d’Honneur, 
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appointed an MBE and named World Sailor of the Year. of the next race in June 
2027. (Image: Lloyd Images)

Speaking about the upcoming challenge, he said: “I’ve always wanted to 
compete in the AZAB – it’s one of Britain’s few remaining true ocean races 
and a uniquely Cornish event.”

“What’s exciting about 2027 is the opportunity to build on that and connect it 
directly with our local communities – so AZAB is not just something people 
watch, but something they feel part of.” Pete Goss MBE As part of the new 
approach, the race start is set to move to a Sunday, creating room for a public 
open day celebration on the Saturday.

Plans are also being developed for local organisations and groups to ‘adopt’ 
competing yachts and follow crews throughout the race.g, city-

Interest in the 2027 AZAB Challenge is already high, with more than 170 
expressions of interest from sailors across 15 countries. The final fleet will be 
capped at 60 boats to preserve the race’s traditional spirit of challenge, 
camaraderie and adventure.

The race is due to start from Falmouth in June 2027, with competitors tracked 
throughout the outward leg to the Azores and the return journey to Cornwall.


